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                                                    On:  May 31st, 2016          
 

Meeting time:  9 AM 
 

Meeting location:  Eastern Owyhee County Library, 520 Boise, Ave., Grand View, Idaho 

 

 

City Council (CC) Members present:  Mayor Franklin Hart, John S. Morrison,  Donald W. "Bill" Mead, 

     Jon Pennington, Melvin "Mel" D. Freckleton  
 

City staff present: Tammy Payne  

 

Public/guests in attendance: None. 

 

1. 9:00 AM - Mayor Hart called the CC meeting to order. 

 

a. Mayor Hart called for the attendance by roll call.  Roll call conducted. All council members 

present.  Quorum met.   

 

2. Mayor Hart called for FY 2017 budget work session presentations and discussion. 

a. Council members discussed water and sewer user rates' revenue impacts on the budget. During 

discussion Mel Freckleton recommended tank water rates be adjusted to compare with the 

$25.20 residential base rate, or $8.40 per 1,000 gallons.  Council members discussed, and then 

agreed, the rest of the current water and sewer rates and fees to be adequate to meet expenses.  

At the close of discussion, John Morrison motioned the clerk start the process to increase the 

tank water rate from $7.11 to $8.40 per 1,000 gallons of water.  Bill Mead 2nd the motion. Roll 

call vote.  Unanimous approval. 

 

b. Council members considered the following Budget Consideration list items and made the 

following budget recommendations:  

 
                                                                                Table I 

 Budget Consideration Item FY 2017 
Budget  

City Council Comments & Actions 

1.  Scope sewer line   
$4,000 

Jon Pennington stated, "we need to budget enough to cover the 
cost",  all councilmen agreed the line item for sewer line scoping 

should be increased to $4000. 

2.  Welder & equipment (wire 
feed) 
  

$1,000 John Morrison questioned if $1,000 was enough for a welder. Mel 
Freckleton reflected the city crew would only be using it for small 

jobs and would contract a certified welder for larger jobs. At the 
close of discussion, all council members approved the proposed 

welder expense.   

3.  Volute (part to  maintenance 
sewer lift pump) 

 
$2,300 

John Morrison explained the volute to the council. At the close 
members unanimously agreed to budget $2,300 for the volute. 

4.  3 new water meters 
 

 
$550 Councilmen unanimously agreed to budget $550 for the meters.   
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5.  Signage on Hwy 167 
 

$500 Councilmen discussed and then unanimously recommended the 
$500 sign expense for a city sign on Hwy 167 in Elmore County.  

6.  RioLindo Boat Ramp Project $1000 Members discussed the RioLindo Boat Ramp Project timeline being 
dependent on volunteers, and then agreed $1,000  be budget for the 

repairs. 

7.  Chain link fence around sewer 
lift station 

$1,500 Bill Mead said he thought $1,500 should cover the cost of a fence. 
All council members approved the proposed fence expense.   

8.  Fire hydrant 
 

$1,800 
Councilmen recommended $1,800 be budgeted for a fire hydrant.  

9.  Shop lights 
 

$1,000 After discussion about the electrical costs for shop lights, Jon 
Pennington said, if the city "can get it done for $1,000 it would be 
okay".  All council members agreed to the proposed budget item.   

10.  Lawn mower 
 

$3,800 Council members discussed the cities mower need and options; 
including a comparison of zero turn radius verses standard, and 

commercial verses standard mowers. Mel Freckleton added that a 
John Deer representative told him the only difference between a 

standard and commercial mower "is the weight of the frame".  
Councilmen recommended $3,800 be budget for a mower.  

11.  Employee succession planning $12 p/hr 
x 6 mo. 

Council members had a lengthy discussion about planning for the 
inevitable retirement of a city works employee, and how best to 

budget for the replacement employee.  Mel Freckleton cautioned the 
city needs to build in an adequate probationary period to insure the 
best fit for the job.  The clerk stated the personnel manual defines a 

6 month probationary period which includes a 90 day period that 
allows for a dismissal without cause. At discussion close, Jon 

Pennington recommended, and the full council agreed, the city 
budget for a potential employee in training at the rate of $12 per 

hour for a 6 month period.  

 

At the close of discussion about the items under consideration in Table I above, Mel Freckleton 

motioned all budget consideration items be recommended, as presented, for inclusion in the FY 

2017 budget. Jon Pennington 2nd the motion. Mayor Hart called for a roll call vote. Roll call was 

conducted.  Unanimous approval.   

 

c. Councilmen reviewed the employees' current pay rates. Jon Pennington asked how pay rates 

compared with other cities. The clerk reported Grand View's pay rate is lower than other cities 

with about the same population base. Mel Freckleton suggested the city consider an across the 

board % increase. Jon Pennington said, "a good employee is worth their weight in gold", and 

reflected the city needs to make sure we pay enough to keep good employees.  Members then 

considered a cost of living pay increase. Mayor Hart said the cost of living rate has increased to 

about 4.8%. At the close of discussion, Jon Pennington motioned all city employees receive a 5% 

pay increase, beginning October 1, 2016, and the proposed FY 2017 budget be adjusted to 

reflect the pay increase.  Bill Mead 2nd the motion. Mayor Hart called for a roll call vote. Roll call 

conducted. Unanimous approval. 

 

 

3. 11:35 AM - Mayor Hart called for a motion to adjourn. Jon Pennington motioned to adjourn. John 

Morrison 2nd the motion.  Roll call vote.  Unanimous approval.  
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___________________________________      

Mayor Franklin D. Hart 

 

 

Attested:  

 

 
_____________________________________ 
Tammy Payne, City Clerk 

 


